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The Gospel of Matthew

•First Discourse: 

– Sermon on the Mount: 5–7
•Second Discourse: 

–Missionary Instructions: 10
•Third Discourse: 

–Collection of Parables: 13
•Fourth Discourse: 

–Community Instructions: 18
•Fifth Discourse: 

– Sermon on Eschatology: 24–25
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CONTEXT

•Narrative: 3, 4

•Narrative: 8, 9  

•Narrative: 11, 12

•Narrative: 14-17

•Narrative: 19-23

CONTENT

•1st Instruction: 5–7

•2nd Instruction: 10

•3rd Instruction: 13

•4th Instruction: 18

•5th Instruction: 24–25

3

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
•First Discourse: 

– Sermon on the 
Mount: 5–7

•Second Discourse: 

– Missionary 
Instructions: 10

•Third Discourse: 

– Collection of 
Parables: 13

•Fourth Discourse: 

– Community 
Instructions: 18

•Fifth Discourse: 

– Sermon on 
Eschatology: 24–25

THE DIDACHE
1. The Two Ways (1:1-6:3)
a. The Way of Life
b. The Way of Death
2. Rituals of the Church (7:1-10:7)
a. Instructions on Baptism
b. Instructions on Fasting and Prayer

– I. Fast days
– II. The Lord’s Prayer

c. Instructions on the Lord’s Supper 
(Eucharist)
– III. Prayer over the cup
– IV. Prayer over the bread
– V. The Eucharistic Prayer
– VI. Invitation to Receive

3. The Office of the Holy Ministry (11:1-15:4)
a. Visiting Teachers, Apostles, and Prophets
b. Christians Coming to the Community

– I. Transient Christian visitors
– II. Christians seeking to join the community

c. Material Support for the Clergy
d. Assembly on the Lord’s Day
e. Church Hierarchy
4. Final Words (16:1-8) 4
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“The churches referred to the 
core gospel of this teaching as 

the kerygma and the teaching 
of ordered living in the 

community as the didache.”

Teaching the First Principles, Jeff Reed, BILD International, pg15
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http://sothl.com/2012/01/07/the-didache-the-two-ways/

Rich Futrell, His sight on this matter is good

• Where’s the Gospel?

• The Didache is packed with Law–what to do 
and what not to do. The text itself 
presupposes the Gospel will also be taught.

• How to live the Christian life is information on 
what to do. However, the information of the 
Law does not give one the ability to do 
what is demanded. This the Gospel 
does. This we need to keep in mind while 
we study the uses of the Law in its full force 
within the Didache.
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Remember, 

ASSUME makes an

Out of

U and ME

THE GOSPEL?
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•Sermon on the Mount (5-7)

–What the Rabbi Jesus taught 
His Disciples [Talmud] for 3 

years

•Missionary Instruction (10)
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“The Text”

Matthew 10

9
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A summary statement in the Matthew narrative (vv. 35-38). 
 

35 ¶ Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness. 36 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 
dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then He *said to His disciples, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 "Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers into His harvest." 

 
This paragraph ends this section.  It is the same type of marker we read of in Matthew 4:23-25.  So far 
Matthew’s account is structural. 
 
Matthew 1-4 
 Seed Promise fulfilled (1, 2) 

The candidate approved (3) 
 The candidate tested/vetted (4) 
Matthew 5-7 
 His “stump” speech 
Matthew 8, 9  
 His authority over the elements 
 His authority over sickness 
 His authority over the spirit world 
 His authority over the religious establishment 
 His authority over the Law 
 

Matthew 10 

 
From the mass of humanity, Jesus has twelve disciples.  From Matthew 9:9 we are to assume this 
pattern is repeated twelve times.  We are to presuppose enough time has elapsed to see this type of 
maturation in those who believe Him take place in order to carry out His desires. 
 
What our Lord tells them is nothing short of heart ache and misery.  Yet they follow anyway.  They 
will repeat His ministry.  What Jesus did in chapters 8 and 9; they will do in Matthew 10:1.  They will 
be genuine ambassadors of King Jesus. 
 

1 ¶ Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip 
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 

  

• Their targeted audience (vv. 5, 6). 
 

5 ¶ These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any 
city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
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The Story of Scripture came first to the Jews and than through the Jews to the nations.  Since they 
were the womb for the Seed Promise it would only stand to reason they would be first to receive the 
message.   
 

• Their message is the same as His (v. 7). 
 

7 "And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 
 
John preached the kingdom of heaven is at hand (3:2).  Jesus preached the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand (4:17).  Jesus spoke openly of the kingdom of heaven.  It permeated His instruction (5:3, 10, 19, 
20; 7:21; 8:11).  He instructed His disciples to preach the same (10:7).  The exact phrase is used by 
Matthew thirty-one times.  No other NT author uses the exact phrase.  It is assumed by those who 
preach its message that its definition is understood.  The Old Testament prophets provide the 
imagery for what this kingdom will/would look like.  Matthew 13 in the parables of the kingdom 
enables the audience to understand what this kingdom will look like. 
 
There is no question that such a kingdom exists and is literal.  King Jesus IS the kingdom and where 
He is the kingdom is. 
 

• Their ministry is the same as His (v. 8a). 
 

8 "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 
 
1 ¶ Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 

 
The ambassadors of the King represent Him through their words and their actions.  They were able to 
do what He did.  What happened?  Should we, can we expect the same?  It will become evident that 
His disciples were not able to do all He did.  But the message and the ministry were to be the same. 
 

• Their means of sustenance are the same as His (vv. 8b-11). 
 

Freely you received, freely give. 9 "Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, 10 or a bag for 
your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support. 11 "And whatever 
city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that city. 

 
His initial disciples were itinerant preachers, vagabonds if you like; Gospel gypsies.  Such a lifestyle 
is possible if one is single, but married or with children would be impossible.  Part of the stripped 
down model of ministry is a result of the imminent present and urgent arrival of His kingdom.  There 
is still a need for a minimalist lifestyle that holds loosely the shadow.  Things are not intrinsically 
problematic and can be used for kingdom work.  They become problematic when viewed as the end 
and a means of creating self-worth.  Means are only tools, instruments to be used not treasures to be 
gathered. 
 

• Their method is the same as His (vv. 12-15). 
 

12 "As you enter the house, give it your greeting. 13 "If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if it 
is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace. 14 "Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you 
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go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15 "Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city. 

 
Essentially our Lord tells His disciples not to throw their pearls before the swine (Matt. 7:6).  In this 
statement He affirms the historical validity/existence of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
What follows is a warning (vv. 16-31).  Our Lord paints a bleak picture of what following Him and 
ministering in His name will look like.  He spoke earlier (Matt. 5:10, 11, 12, 44 [Matt. 10:23; 23:34]) of 
persecution and the persecuted.   
 

16 ¶ "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 
"But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their synagogues; 18 and you 
will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 "But 
when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour 
what you are to say. 20 "For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 21 
"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause 
them to be put to death. 22 "You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to 
the end who will be saved. 23 "But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you, 
you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes. 24 "A disciple is not above his 
teacher, nor a slave above his master. 25 "It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the 
slave like his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the 
members of his household! 26 "Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 "What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you 
hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable 
to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 "Are not two sparrows 
sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 "But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. 31 "So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 

 
Within a very short period of time Jesus is able to secure the kind of disciple who is and would be 
willing to endure all manner of hardship and potential martyrdom for the sake of His name.  What a 
significant picture of contrast we often encounter and embody in our own circumstances.  Is this a 
mark of His time or is this true of all times?  Is Jesus still as compelling to His followers that they are 
still willing to give it all up for the sake of His name? 
 
Verse 26 is not a threat, but a note of encouragement that God sees and thus knows all His children 
endure for His name.  This is brought out in verses 29-31. 
 
Verse 32 and following are almost a summary statement.  It is application.  Those who would follow 
Him must be willing to die for Him.  Those who follow Him will lose everything in the shadow in 
order that they might gain the substance. 
 

32 "Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 

heaven. 33 "But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven. 34 
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 "For I came to 
SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 36 and A MAN'S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS 
HOUSEHOLD. 37 "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or 
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 

worthy of Me. 39 "He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. 
40 "He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 41 "He who receives a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the 
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name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 42 "And whoever in the name of a disciple 
gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward." 

 
Our Lord reinforces the idea that they represent Him (vv. 40-42).  This is how the chapter began and 
this is how the chapter ends.  The idea of reward is entrance into the kingdom of heaven.  The reward 
is being in the kingdom.  The description in verses 40-42 parallels the Beatitudes in Matthew 5:1-12.   
 
Again, I find it amazing how in the flow of the narrative we encounter such weighty truth laid on 
those who would speak in His behalf.  What prepared them for this moment?  Jesus must be 
compelling enough for someone to leave everything they have and know to follow Him even to the 
point of suffering and death; INCREDIBLE! 
 
 


